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Shearer Jim McRae waits to 
shear during a wool handling 
course led by American 
Sheep Industry consultant 
Ronald Cole on August 20 at 
Vershire Mountain School in 
Vershire, Vt. Submit a photo 
for the Newsletter cover to 
mary.m.lake@gmail.com.
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Mohamed Abdi from Somalia slaughters a goat raised 
at Serling College. The meat from this goat was used for 
a taste test comparison of Vermont-raised and Australian 
imported goat meat. The Vermont meat won 36-9 among 
immigrant tasters. 
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Volunteer:
Contact Karen 
freudenberger@
burlington
telecom.net.

B O U L D E R  M E A D O W  FA R M
254 Rhododendron R d Fitzwil l iam, NH, 03447

Lisa Letendre 
(603) 585-9567(h) 

or (603) 313-3221(c)

lisaletendre@yahoo.com  

• Wool (all fi bers) washing, $5.00 a pound

• Lamb

• Yarn, rovings and Wensleydale locks
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My favorite Icelandic ewe, 
Grace, naps as her twin 
rams play behind her.

*!AE<I<9A94:!<77?!7;!CL@3EA?974

If you’re interested: 
I started a blog and regularly post pictures and stories 
from the farm. watchthesheep.tumblr.com 
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Side note: 
At the some 
slaughterhouses, 
the USDA inspector 
calls Leslie to come 
in whenever a 
mature sheep is 
processed. A lot 
of slaughterhouses 
schedule sheep 
and goats to be 
processed on a 
certain day of the 
week for effi cency. 
This allows Leslie to 
get samples from 
multiple farms in one 
trip. You can ask if 
your slaughterhouse 
does the same. 

Producers can contribute to the 
Scrapie program by offi cially 
identifying their sheep and goats 
federally and in their state, 
reporting suspect sheep and goats 
to a State, Federal, or accredited 
veterinarian, and using genetic 
selection in fl ocks at risk.
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As shearer Liz Willis fi nishes the belly of one sheep, wool handling instructor and American Sheep Industry wool consultant 
throws a fl eece for students to skirt and critique at Vershire Mountain School in Vershire, Vt., on August 20. 
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advertise with 
the vsga

an inexpensive way 
to sell your products 
and services

$10/issue, $30/year 
(3 issues)

Contact Mary at 
mary.m.lake@gmail.com

(802) 338-2250; P.O. Box 321, 
Waitsfi led, VT 05673

Wool Pool Update: After the July 2nd Wool Pool, the New England Sheep & Wool 
Growers Association voted to reappoint a Wool Pool Committee. Aaron Loux volunteered to chair the committee, 
and has been collecting committee members. If interested, contact Aaron at (413) 230-8607 or aaronshearing@
gmail.com.
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ASI wool consultant Ron Cole and students of the Wool 
Handling course examine a skirted fl eece on August 21. 
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Nancy and her ewe, Ashley, at Long Ridge Farm in Westmoreland, N.H.  
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•Jane Woodhouse
President
Brigid’s Farm 
P.O. Box 29, Peacham, VT 05862
(802) 592-3062; jane.w@fairpoint.net
•Karl Ross
Vice President
Ross Knoll 
1064 Bixby Road East Wallingford, VT 05742
•Alicia Werner
Secretary
P.O. Box 420, South Royalton, VT 05068
(802) 356-7728; wernervt@myfairpoint.net
•Amy Kuzio
Treasurer
Spring Mist Farm 
244 Honan Road, Moretown, VT 05660
(802) 223-2524; akuzio@verizon.net
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•Patricia Blomgren
Centre Artisans, 21 Bunker Road
East Dummerston, VT 05346
(802) 254-9792, centreartisans@svcable.net
•Rus Franswick
Mooshaven Farm1413 Ben Ober Road
Johnson, VT 05656
(802) 635-9482; moosehaven@pshift.com
•Kim Goodling
Vermont Grand View Farm
1638 Scales Hill Rd, Washington, VT 05675
(802) 685-4693, kimgoodling@yahoo.com
•Betsy MacIsaac
Crooked Fence Farm 
37 Alpin Way, Putney, VT 05346
(802) 389-5790; crookedfence@gmail.com
•Lisa Letendre
254 Rhododendron Rd, Fitzwilliam, NH 03447
(603) 313-3221, lisa@spinnery.com
•Jim McRae
3200 US Rt. 7, Pittsford Vt. 05763
(802) 483-2463, vsgaboard@gmail.com
vtshearer@yahoo.com
•Erica Zimmerman
Center Farm
1820 Center Road, Montpelier VT 05602
(802) 223-6930, mczim4@comcast.net
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 Our display board represents the 
VSGA at conferences, shows and festivals 
and publicizes the organization and it’s 
members. And, honestly, it needs to be 
revamped. 
 Please, send in some yarm or wool 
samples, knitting or weaving samples, pictures 
of your animals or products, recipes for your 
meat or cheese. Send to Erica Zimmerman 
(1820 Center Farm Rd., Montpelier, 05602) 
and your name will be entered in a raffl e. 

VSGA Traveling Display Board
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September 20
Reclaiming Pasture From 
Forested & Fallo Land
Tamarack Tunis, 4758 Chelsea Road, 
Corinth, VT
This event discusses the benefi ts and 
challenges of farmers working with land 
owners to build quality pastures. 4 - 7 
p.m. $15 to attend, $5 for VT Grass 
Farmers’ Association members. Bring 
your dinner, dessert and refreshments 
provided. Contact Jen Colby (802) 656-
0858 or jcolby@uvm.edu.

October 1
NOFA-VT 40th Birthday Bash   
High Meadows Farm
Westminster West, VT
An event to celebrate farmers and the 
community that supports them. Food, farm 
olympics and live music. There will also 
be a tour of Akaogi Farm - the site of the 
fi rst NOFA meeting. Akaogi Farm is now 
an innovative farm growing rice. 4 - 10 
p.m. $25 for adults, $10 for ages 13 
and under, kids 5 and under free. Free 
admission for fl ood-impacted farmers (limit 
2 per farm). RSVP by phone, (802) 434-
4122, or online nofavt.org.

October 1 & 2
23rd Annual Vermont 
Sheep & Wool Festival
Tunbridge Fairgrounds, Tunbridge VT

A beautiful and fun event featuring 
local and regional vendors, fi ber 
contests, sheep and goat events, sheep 
shearing and Border Collie herding 
demonstrations. Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Contact: 
Barbara Tonnissen (802) 223-2456, 
festival2011@comcast.net.

October 15 & 16
Dutchess County Sheep & Wool 
Festival 
Dutchess County Fairgrounds, 
Rhinebeck, NY
One of the biggest fi ber events in the 
region hosts a wide variety of vendors 
and sheep and goat events. Saturday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Visit sheepandwool.com for more 
information. 

October 22 - 24
Introduction to Cheesemaking
The Compass School, 7892 U.S. Rte. 5
Westminster, VT 
This three-day workshop includes two 
days of hands-on cheesemaking, as 
well as information and explanation 
of regulations fi nancial planning for 
anyone starting a small-scale cheese 
business. Topics include: the milk 
properties (sheep, cow and goat); hands-
on cheesemaking (lactic curd/Chevre, 
Tomme, and hard cheese); use of starter 
& ripening cultures; brining; ripening; 

aging/affi nage; regulations; equipment, 
facilities, and fi nancial planning for 
small-scale commercial cheesemaking. 

November 5 & 6
Eastern States Exposition Fiber Festival
West Springfi eld, MA
The Big E hosts vendors, fl eece sales, 
fashions shows, competitions, and 
demonstrations. Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 
5 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Visit 
thebide.com for more information. 
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SAVE the DATE!SAVE the DATE!
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January 20 & 21January 20 & 21

16th Annual 16th Annual 

Vermont Grazing Vermont Grazing 

& Livestock & Livestock 

Conference, featuring Conference, featuring 

Dr. Temple GrandinDr. Temple Grandin
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Good stories, good information: 

• New ventures in lamb and goat meat
 By Mary Lake and Erica Zimmerman, Page 2
• A look into CVM/Romeldale
 By Nancy Zeller, Page 8
• The importance of wool handling
 By Mary Lake, Page 6

See you at the festival!
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The Newsletter exists to serve you: 
Submit questions, comments, stories, ideas, or 
photography to:
VSGA Newsletter Editor Mary Lake
P.O. Box 321, Waitsfi eld, VT 05673
(802) 338-2250 
or e-mail mary.m.lake@gmail.com


